MCPK COVID POLICY UPDATES 3.7.2022
Dear MCPK Community,
We are happy to say that the time has come for us to review our Pandemic Response
Plan and make changes to our COVID-19-related policies that reflect conditions that
continue to improve both locally and here at MCPK. This week, our region’s CALI score
was downgraded to LOW (green) risk level! We have had several weeks with no
reported staff or student cases here at the Pre-K.
Governor Murphy has announced that as of March 7, 2022, the universal statewide
school mask mandate will be lifted. The Governor issued this revised guidance in light
of the decline in new COVID-19 infections and hospitalizations, as well as projections
indicating future trends in a similar direction. As of February 28th, Montclair Township
Council’s mask mandate has been rescinded for all public spaces.
Over the past month, we have gathered information and feedback from local health
departments, our pre-kindergarten and childcare peers, our licensing department, staff
and families. We have heard from members of our community with opposing views and
legitimate concerns for their children backed by research and both professional and
personal experience. As we move forward, we will continue to work to maintain a
respectful balance that takes all perspectives into account, while prioritizing health,
safety and in person learning for our students.
The NJDOH issued updated guidance for schools and childcare settings as of February
22, 2022 (CLICK HERE for the full document). Each program /school/district is
permitted to make their own decision in regards to a mask policy taking a variety of
factors into account including, the schools ability to maintain physical distancing and
the vaccination rates of students and staff.
In general,students or staff do not need to wear masks outdoors, including during
outdoor physical education classes or school sports except during days 6-10 after
completing a 5-day isolation or quarantine when mask wearing is imperative.
Maintaining physical distance is often not feasible in childcare programs and among
younger children in general. When it is not possible to maintain physical distance in this
setting, it is especially important to layer multiple prevention strategies (e.g., cohorting,
masking indoors, hand washing). Mask use is particularly important when physical
distance cannot be maintained.

Based on this guidance from the NJDOH, MCPK will continue to require masks
while students and staff are inside the school building. Our staff and students are

not able to maintain physical distance from each other within their classroom cohorts
and the majority of our students are unable to be vaccinated at this time.
MCPK will make OUTDOOR masking optional for all students, staff and family
members, beginning March 7. As the weather gets warmer, students and staff will be
able to spend more and more time outside on the playground and in outdoor classroom
spaces with the option to be unmasked. We will provide lanyards for each student,
which must be returned to school daily. Families are also free to provide their own
lanyards.
For families that would like for their child to remain masked outdoors, we are asking
that parents send us an email stating that you DO NOT give permission for your
child to unmask outside. Please send an email including your child’s name and
classroom to info@montclairprek.org by Friday, March 4th. Teachers will receive a list of
who must remain masked outside on Monday, March 7th. We advise that you speak to
your child about your family’s mask preferences at home, so they know whether or not
they are permitted to unmask outside. If we do not receive an email by 3.7.22, we will
assume that your child is allowed to unmask outside.
As we move into a school-wide outdoor optional mask policy, individuals will still be
required to wear a mask outdoors when returning to school from a 5-day quarantine or
isolation during Days 6-10. Nurse Melissa will work with staff and families to provide
guidance in these cases.
MCPK may re-institute an outdoor mask policy should there be an elevated level of
community transmission (CALI score of high or very high) or an outbreak within a
classroom or school building.

MCPK MASK Policy as of 3.7.22:
Masks OPTIONAL for:
●
●
●

All outdoor activities including playground time, outdoor classroom time, guest readers,
special events and related arts programs
Family members and caregivers dropping children off or picking them up outdoors.
Fully-vaccinated family members visiting for outdoor activities (please email vaccination card
to healthoffice@montclairprek.com before your visit or remain masked)

Masks REQUIRED for:
●
●
●
●

All children and adults inside the school building regardless of vaccination status
MCPK students at drop-off (to help facilitate quick transition inside)
Unvaccinated visitors for outdoor activities and events
Adults and children who are returning from a 5 day quarantine for days 6-10 inside & outside

Masks may be removed inside for:
●
●

Children at snack, lunch and rest time
Fully-vaccinated staff members when they are in an adults only area (office, staff room, etc.)

MCPK TRAVEL Policy as of 3.7.22:
●
●

MCPK will no longer monitor travel or require a mandatory exclusion for unvaccinated
students who travel outside of NJ.
Families will be responsible for following the CDC’s recommendations for unvaccinated
persons who travel including a period of isolation and testing on day 3-5. We ask that
families use additional caution if they engage in high-risk activities or travel to locations with
higher risk levels than Northern NJ.

MCPK EXCLUSION/ISOLATION Policy as of 2.22.22:
●

●

●

In some situations, the required quarantine time for unvaccinated individuals who have close
contact, symptoms and/or have tested positive for COVID-19 has been reduced to 5 days
with additional testing and masking precautions for days 6-10. Please click on this link to the
full NJDOH Exclusion Table with detailed isolation criteria for every scenario.
Staff members and parents of students with symptoms, close contact situations or positive
test results should email Nurse Melissa immediately at healthoffice@montclairprek.org for
further instructions.
Fully vaccinated and boosted staff members and students WILL NOT be excluded from in
person learning due to close contact with a positive COVID-19 case. Please notify Nurse
Melissa as soon as your child receives the vaccine.

MCPK HEALTH SCREENING Policy as of 3.7.22:
●

TBD awaiting Department of Children and Families updated guidelines

As conditions change and our student vaccination rate increases, our protocols will
evolve to reflect what is happening locally and at MCPK. We will continue to
communicate with local health officials, our staff, our board and our families.
Please reach out to us at healthoffice@montclairprek.org if you have questions or
feedback.
Thank you for your continued cooperation, patience and participation. We can’t wait to
see happy, smiling faces outside next week!

